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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



as a mode of settling international difficulties in England 
and America in the Alabama case and in the recent case 
of the Behring Sea dispute. With two of the foremost 
nations of the world thus recognizing arbitration as the 
proper and civilized way of settling international disputes 
the dream of Grotius and Rousseau, of Penn and Ben- 
tham, of Franklin, Jefferson and Sumner, and the lead- 
ing philosophers and thinkers of Germany and France, 
seems in a fair way to be realized, and war, perhaps, in 
the next century will be confined to the less civilized na- 
tions or to disputes affecting national feeling and honor, in 
which case, like the duel, it will probably linger on, grow- 
ing more and more disreputable with the world's advance, 
until, perhaps, Tennyson's dream of the "Parliament of 
Man," or Victor Hugo's "United States of Europe "be- 
come a rf.ality. Certainly it must be admitted that both 
in the case of the Alabama claims and in the Behring 
Sea dispute there were circumstances that greatly favored 
the settlement of the controversy by peaceful methods. 
Perhaps the events that led to Sadowa and Sedan might 
have been settled in similar manner, but in these cases 
as well as in the intricate chain of events that led to Appo- 
mattox there were elements that did not, perhaps could 
not, so readily lend themselves to arbitration. 

There are times when nations, like prize fighters, wish 
to stand up in a square fight and determine their disputes 
much as disputes are determined in the fistic ring. In the 
case of the two pugilistic gladiators at New Orleans the 
training necessary as preparation to such a meeting made 
available all the physical resources of the two men, and to 
that extent was a good thing, at least by way of directing 
public attention to the requisites of perfect physical con- 
dition. So, also, war develops the heroic in nations and 
individuals, shows the difference between the spirit of 
peoples, and in many cases lifts the whole national life to 
a higher level. Nevertheless but few people who are doing 
the really great and noble work of the world are in con- 
dition to meet a Corbett or a Sullivan in the prize ring, 
and the same is probably true of nations in their conflicts. 
To keep at the top of one's physical and mental condition 
is quite a different thing from being always ready to step 
into the prize ring and administer " knock-down argu- 
ments." There need be nothing ignoble or unheroic in 
peace, and a nation that needs a great war every few dec- 
ades to keep its virtues from perishing is already in its 
decline. — Chicago Inter Ocean. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The "Kite," carrying Lieutenant Peary's company, 
arrived at Philadelphia on the 23d of September. 
Peary's expedition has rendered itself one of the most 
famous in the history of Arctic exploration. After leav- 
ing the coast glacier of Greenland he found, as he 
expected, a region of hard snow extending away through 
the interior of Greenland, over which he made his snow- 
shoe journey of 1200 miles. He reached the highest 
point ever attained on the east coast of Greenland, estab- 
lished geographical facts of much importance and ob- 



tained valuable ethnographical material. He feels 
certain that the north pole can be reached by this route. 
He and Mrs. Peary were given a splendid welcome as 
they sailed into Philadelphia. 

The Fifth Pan-Presbyterian Council opened its sessions 
at Toronto on the 21st of September. About three hun- 
dred delegates were present from different parts of the 
world, many of them among the most distinguished men 
in the Presbyterian church. The statistical report 
showed 4,092,965 members, nearly two millions of whom 
are in North America. The total number of adherents 
to the denomination throughout the world is thought to 
be 20,000,000. This Pan-Presbyterian alliance is becom- 
ing increasingly missionary in its spirit, and one of the 
most interesting features of the meeting this year was the 
report of Dr. J. G. Paton, the missionary hero of the 
New Hebrides. 

The cholera epidemic has materially decreased in the 
afflicted European cities. Aid has at last begun to be 
sent from various places to the Hamburg sufferers. The 
scare at New York is practically over. Only a few 
cases have occurred there and in Brooklyn. The rigid 
quarantine has had its effect in excluding the plague from 
this country, but it is deplorable that the health service 
has been so inefficiently and in some cases so inhumanly 
administered. 

The meeting of the Grand Army of the Republic ajt 
Washington on the 19th and 20th of September was a 
very imposing one. In the procession marched nearly 
seventy thousand of the old soldiers. This was the first 
time since the war that they had met in the capital city. 

The hundredth anniversary of the proclamation of the 
first French Republic was celebrated throughout France 
on the 22d of September, with orations, decorations, 
processions and illuminations. 

The anarchist, Bergman, who assailed Mr. Frick, super- 
intendent of the Carnegie iron works at Homestead, 
Penn., was arraigned on the 19th, the jury giving verdict 
ot guilty without leaving the box. On the several charges 
brought against him, he was sentenced to twenty-one 
years in the Penitentiary and one year in the workhouse. 

Hugh O'Donnell, the leader of the strikers at Home- 
stead, has been committed to jail after a hearing without 
being admitted to bail. He- is charged with the murder 
of Detective Klein. 

The grand jury have found bills of indictment against 
Lieut. Col. Streator, Col. Hawkins and Asst. Surg. Grino, 
of the National Guards of Penn., for their cruel treatment 
of private lams. It is encouraging to see the absolutism 
of military law compelled to respect the common law of 
the land. 



